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Philadelphia, PA• (215) 796-0245 
georgennista@verizon.net
Sculptor/Teacher
Accomplished sculptor and dedicated instructor with knowledge and experience in diverse areas. Competency in a wide number of skills related to the field of sculpture.  These include knowledge of materials, both traditional and modern; Techniques for modeling, carving, constructing in wood (training/work as cabinetmaker, carver), plastics, metals (4 years as welder); extensive experience in mold making of all types; casting in bronze, plasters, plastics.  Expertise in drawing, anatomy, and sculpture in almost any medium; extensive experience in photography and lighting, as well as filmmaking; Extensive experience teaching students of all ages, providing them with tools and instruction needed to confidently grasp clear understanding of artistic process. Challenge students to become creative problem solvers and critically decipher meaning in artwork. Create or adapt courses in order to meet curriculum requirements.  The ability to adapt to a wide variety of teaching assignments Foster collaborative environments while taking uncompromised material and presenting it in a systematic way toward competence and confidence on the part of the student.

Professional Experience

Self -employed,  Philadelphia, PA                                                                                1971–Present 

Sculptor

               Successfully maintain studio for exhibition and commission work. 

Art Institute of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA                                                1994 - 2014

Instructor 


Model Making and Prototyping, Structure and Form, 3-D Design, Sculpture 
(Beginning, Advanced), Fabrication Technology, Trade Show and Exhibition 
Design, Manufacturing Techniques, Environmental Design (Set Design), 
Portfolio Preparation Lab, Design Workshop II (Plastics).

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, PA                                 2003–2006 

Instructor

Introduction to Figure Modeling, Introduction to Anatomy, Studio Anatomy, 
Anatomy Drawing, Ecorche’, Drawing Seminar, Head Structure, Plaster 
Workshop, Advanced Cast Study.

New York Academy of Art/ Graduate School of Figurative Art, New York, NY          Instructor                                                                                                                                      1999–2002

               Sculpture I & II and History of Sculpture Techniques, to MFA candidates.
Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA                                                                            1988–1997

Associate Professor 
              Film Production, Studio Video Production, and Field Production.
Nista Design, Philadelphia, PA                                                                                          1988–1997

Owner/Operator


Oversaw operations of scenic design and production facility, specializing in 
production design and custom props for corporate and commercial video 
production, film production, and theater.

Germantown Academy, Ft. Washington, PA                                                             1984–1988


Instructor/Media Coordinator, Performing Arts Department

Filmmaking, Video Production, and Screen Directing. Acted as Scene Designer and 
Technical Director for theater and acted as Coordinator for film and videotape services 
for K-12 faculty.
St. Hilda's/St. Hugh's School, New York, NY                                                     1982–1984

Instructor, Art Department 


Chairman of Art Department; supervised film and video work with Actor's 


Workshop/Drama Club. Served as Photography Club and Student Filmmaking


sponsor. Received "Teacher of the Year" Award

Education And Professional Development

Master of Fine Arts - Sculpture - Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY  


Thesis: Using motorized mechanical constructions to establish theory


of spatial psychology

Coursework toward MS in Education; obtained Connecticut

Teaching Certification - Southern Connecticut State College, New Haven, CT.

Bachelor of Arts (ART) - Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C.

Sculpture Certificate - Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, PA.

Professional Film Lighting Workshop - Rockport International Film Workshop, 
Rockport, ME.  

Film and Video Production Courses - Temple University, Radio Television Film 
Department, Philadelphia, PA

Study tour of Four Western European Countries, with special attention to Etruscan 
and Greek ruins.

Atelier of Berthold Schmutzhart (sculptor), Washington, D.C.

Recent Commissions

ROSE FIGURED CEILING PANELS, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 
      
2015


Buckingham, PA

SHRINE TO OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, Our Lady of Guadalupe 


Church, Buckingham, PA












        2010-2011
HISTORICAL RELIEFS SERIES, CREST OF ARMS, & PORTRAIT SERIES, 


Mullica Hill Group, Mullica Hill, NJ












        2005-2011
ARCHITECTURAL MODELS: ALTAR RETABLO, MADONNA SHRINE, 


Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Buckingham, PA













     2010

ALTERPIECE FRAME,OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE NATIONAL SHRINE, 


Our Lady of Guadalupe National Shrine, La Crosse, WI













     2008

 PORTRAIT, MRS. CARMINE TORARDI Wilmington, DE













     2007

FIGURES “BIRTH OF VENUS” AND “TRANSITION”, 


Outdoor installations for the Dohler Family, Dohler Engineering, Inc., 


Warren, NJ













     2006
Exhibitions & Shows
Sculpture, Drawing - Villanova University, Villanova, PA



     2016
Drawings - America-Italy Society, Philadelphia, PA




     2011
Sculpture -, Art Institute of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA



     2010
Sculpture - Artist’s House Gallery, Philadelphia, PA




     2008
Drawing, Sculpture - Artist’s House Gallery, Philadelphia, PA,


     2007
Sculpture - Art Institute of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA



     2007
Sculpture - Gemma Foundation, Princeton, NJ




 
     2007

Sculpture, - Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Phila., PA



     2005

Sculpture, - Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Phila., PA



     2004

Sculpture - 26th Annual Bucks County Sculpture Show, Doylestown, PA

     2003
Sculpture - New Hope Arts Center, New Hope, PA




     2003
Sculpture - Wayne Art Center, Wayne, PA





     2003

Sculpture - Artist’s House Gallery, Philadelphia, PA




     2003

Sculpture -  Wayne Art Center, Wayne, PA





     2002

Sculpture - Artist’s House Gallery, Philadelphia, PA




     2001
Sculpture - Fellowship of the Pennsylvania Academy, Historic Yellow



Springs, Chester, PA







     2000
Sculpture, Drawing - Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 

Phila., PA
 1996 -1999
Drawing – “A Philadelphia Treasure,” Midlantic Bank, Philadelphia, PA 
 1995
Awards
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD, Art Institute of Philadelphia, 



Philadelphia, PA







     2008
SABBATICAL FOR TRAVEL AND STUDY IN SICILY, 



Art Institute of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA



     2004
PEREZ AND MARY EPSTEIN AWARD FOR FIGURATIVE SCULPTURE-

SPECIAL NOTICE; FACULTY AWARD; COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER, 

GRADUATION CEREMONY, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, 



Philadelphia, PA 







     1999
WARE TRAVELING FELLOWSHIP, EDMUND STEWARTSON

 PRIZE FOR SCULPTURE, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, 



Philadelphia, PA







     1998
STIMSON PRIZE FOR SCULPTURE; EDMUND STEWARTSON

 PRIZE FOR SCULPTURE-SPECIAL NOTICE, 



Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts,



 Philadelphia, PA







     1997
MARY TOWNSEND AND WM. CLARK MASON 

PRIZE FOR SCULPTURE, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, 



Philadelphia, PA







     1996
PENNSYLVANIA HUMANITIES COUNCIL PLANNING GRANT

 for documentary film “Pine Breeze Villa, National Treasure”,

NATIONAL TREASURE”








    1989
PHILADELPHIA INDEPENDENT FILM AND VIDEO ASSN 

SUBSIDY GRANT for film “A Mooring In Time”




     1988
SPECIAL AWARDfor film "Aphroditus," Ann Arbor Film Festival, 



Ann Arbor, MI








     1986
PHILADELPHIA FILM AND VIDEO ASSN SUBSIDY GRANT

 

for film "Aphroditus"






    1986
PRESENTATIONS
“ The Influence of the Theater on Baroque Art”,


Incamminati Realist Art Academy, Philadelphia, Pa


     2016
“A Virtual Tour of the Fountains and Sculpture of Rome”, 



Robert Morris University,  Pittsburgh, Pa.




     2011
“ The Influence of the Theater on Baroque Art”, 



Schyukill Academy, Philadelphia, Pa.




     2009
“ The Fountains of Rome”, 



UNICO Italian American Association,  Scranton, Pa.


     2005

